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COLLEGE AND 
SCHOOL
abbreviation key 
» BUS Driehaus 
College of Business
» CDM College of 
Computing and 
Digital Media
» CMN College of 
Communication
» CSH College of 
Science and Health
» EDU College of 
Education 
» GSD Goodman 
School of Drama
» JD College of Law 
» LAS College of 
Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences
» MUS School of 
Music
» SCPS School of 
Continuing and 
Professional Studies
» THE The Theatre 
School
Share your news 
with the DePaul 
community! We 
want to hear about 
your promotion, 
career move, 
wedding, birth 
announcement 
and other 
accomplishments 
and milestones.
Please include your name 
(and maiden name if 
applicable), along with 
your email, mailing 
address, degree(s) and 
year(s) of graduation.
Mail to:
DePaul University O  ce 
of Alumni Relations
ATTN: Class Notes
1 E. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604
Email: 
dpalumni@depaul. edu
Online submissions: 
alumni.depaul.edu
Class notes will be posted 
on the Alumni & Friends 
website and will be 
considered for inclusion in 
DePaul Magazine. DePaul 
reserves the right to edit 
class notes.
1950s
  e Hon. James A. 
Geocaris (JD ’53) was 
honored with a street sign, 
Honorary Judge Geocaris 
Way, placed in front of 
the Rolling Meadows (Ill.) 
 ird Municipal District 
courthouse, which he 
helped establish.
1960s
 Peter Stang (CSH ’63, 
DHL ’15) was named as 
a Fellow of the National 
Academy of Inventors 
for 2019. Stang opened 
pathways in organic 
chemistry reactions and 
now explores ways to form 
molecules into self-assembled 
geometric shapes.
 Samuel Skinner (JD 
’66, LLD ’90, DHL ’06), 
of counsel in the Chicago 
o  ce of Greenberg Traurig, 
received  e YMCA of 
Metro Chicago’s Leader 
Award at its 6th annual 
Recognition Dinner on Oct. 
24, 2019.
 Norman Malone (MUS 
’68, MM ’73) performed 
with West Hartford (Ct.) 
Symphony Orchestra on 
Oct. 27, 2019. He played 
pieces by Beethoven, Bizet 
and Sibelius.
1970s
 Peter Pesce (BUS ’70) 
spoke at St.  eresa Parish 
and School in Palatine, 
Ill., as the 2019 veteran 
and keynote speaker at its 
annual Veterans Day Service 
on Nov. 11. He served in 
the U.S. Army (1970–76) 
and currently is on the 
board of Fifth  ird Bank 
in Chicago. He is a Board 
of Trustees life member of 
DePaul University.
 Robert A. Cli ord (BUS 
’73, JD ’76, LLD ’03) was 
named by U.S. District 
Court Judge Jorge Alonso to 
act as lead attorney for 97 
victim lawsuits stemming 
from the March 10, 2019, 
Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 
737 Max crash.
  omas J. Dammrich 
(LAS ’74, MBA ’78, BUS 
MS ’85, DBA ’19) was 
named to the National 
Marine Manufacturers 
Association (NMMA) 
Recreational Boating 
Industry Hall of Fame and 
the National Safe Boating 
Council Hall of Fame. 
Dammrich, who retired 
as president of NMMA in 
2019, served as its president 
for 20 years. He also received 
a lifetime achievement 
award from the American 
Sport shing Association.
 Frederick Lind (JD ’74) 
received the Richard Caswell 
Award honoring his 45 
years in public service as a 
Guilford County (N.C.) 
public defender. He was 
hired as an assistant public 
defender in September 1974 
and was made chief public 
defender in 2011.
 Pat Kroth (EDU ’75), a 
self-employed  ber artist, 
had a solo exhibition of her 
work at the National Quilt 
Museum in Paducah, Ky.
 Jim Riebandt (JD ’75), 
the PA announcer for the 
Chicago Bears for the last 38 
seasons, retired at the end 
of 2019.
 Joseph M. Adams Sr. 
(BUS ’77, MBA ’79) was 
named to Accounting 
Today’s 2019 “Top 100 Most 
In uential People.” He has 
been managing partner and 
CEO of RSM since 2011 
and serves on DePaul’s Board 
of Trustees.
 Chaz Ebert (JD ’77), 
publisher of RogerEbert. com 
and president of Ebert 
Productions, was honored 
as the 2019 laureate of the 
Beethoven Spirit Award to kick 
o  the Beethoven@250 Year.
 David Black (JD ’79) 
traveled to Tijuana, Mexico, 
as a volunteer with Al Otro 
Lado to assist those seeking 
asylum in the United States. 
He provides pro bono services 
to the clients of Prairie State 
Legal Services, where he 
specializes in sealing and 
expunging criminal records.
 Paul Greig (MBA ’79) 
has joined the board of 
directors of Virtus Investment 
Partners. Greig is chairman 
and president of Opus Bank.
 Kevin Kilstrom (MBA 
’79) has retired as senior 
vice president of production 
of Antero Resources 
Corporation and Antero 
Midstream Corporation.
 John Zielinski (MUS 
’79) has released his  rst 
Christmas album, “Visions 
of Sugarplums,” as a digital 
download available at major 
online platforms.
1980s
» Allan Robertson 
(BUS ’80) is now CFO 
and vice president of 
fi nance and 
administration of 
Florida A&M University 
in Tallahassee.
CLASS NOTES
 Jean Wilson (BUS ’80) was 
among the inaugural nom-
inees of ONYX Magazine's 
Black Men Honors. He is 
co-managing shareholder of 
the Orlando, Fla., o  ce of 
Greenberg Traurig.
 Elizabeth Perkins (THE 
CER ’81) continues in her 
role as Janet Malone on the 
NBC series “ is Is Us.”
» The Hon. Kirk Dillard 
(JD ’82) was re-elect-
ed as chairman of the 
Regional Transporta-
tion Authority (RTA). 
Dillard is a partner at 
Locke Lord LLP in the 
fi rm’s Chicago o  ce.
 Cornelius Riordan (BUS 
MS ’82) has joined the 
Chicago-based law  rm 
Robbins, Salomon & Patt 
Ltd. as of counsel.
 Barbara Tyrlik (CMN 
’82) published a book 
of poems, “Blessings...
Poems, Prayers and God’s 
Promises,” an inspirational 
and motivational collection 
of Christian poetry. 
» Garry Zage (LAS MS 
’82) is now senior vice 
president of strategic 
partnerships for 
Bongiovi Medical & 
Health Technologies.
New address? 
New email? 
New name?
DePaul alumni are on the move, and we want to 
ensure we can keep up with you.
Please go to alumni.depaul.edu and update 
your information so we can keep you updated 
with alumni benefi ts, events and other news you 
can use!
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» Rose Doherty (BUS 
’83) has been named 
president of the Irish 
Fellowship Club of 
Chicago for 2020. She 
is the leader of the 
nonprofi t practice 
group of Legacy 
Professionals LLP, a 
CPA fi rm based in 
Westchester, Ill.
been named to the Indiana 
Business Journal’s “2019 
CFOs of the Year.”
 Nicholas Peppers (JD 
’85) is the new city attorney 
of St. Charles, Ill. Peppers 
is a partner with Storino, 
Ramello and Durkin, based 
in Rosemont, Ill.
» Craig Annunziata 
(BUS ’86) has reas-
sumed the role of 
managing partner of 
the Chicago o  ce of 
Fisher Phillips, a 
national labor and 
employment law fi rm.
 David Cleary (JD ’87) was 
appointed to a 14-year term 
as U.S. bankruptcy judge 
for the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of 
Illinois, headquartered in 
Chicago. He is a shareholder 
of Greenberg Traurig.
 Stephen “Bi ” Bowman 
(MBA ’88) retired from 
Northern Trust Corp., 
where he most recently 
served as CFO.
 John Castellano 
(BUS ’88), managing 
director of AlixPartners, 
has been appointed as chief 
transformation o  cer.
 Kathleen Dvorak (MBA 
’88) was among WomenInc. 
Magazine’s “2019 Most In u-
ential Corporate Directors.” 
She is chair of ACCO 
Brands’ audit committee and 
a member of its  nance and 
planning committee.
 Daniel Glickman (BUS 
’88) has joined New 
York-based Harvest Partners 
LP as a partner.
 Keith Herron (MBA ’88) 
has retired from Regions 
Bank after more than 30 
 Latasha R.  omas (JD 
’90) was appointed chair 
of the diversity committee 
of the National Association 
of Bond Lawyers and was 
named to Crain’s 2019 list 
of notable minorities in 
accounting, consulting and 
law. She is senior counsel in 
Clark Hill’s government and 
public a airs, public  nance, 
and banking and  nancial 
services groups and is based 
in their Chicago o  ce.
 Patrick Ahern (MBA 
’91) has been promoted to 
executive vice president and 
deputy chief credit o  cer of 
Associated Banc-Corp.
 Bruce Mettel (MBA ’91) 
is now senior vice president 
and account executive with 
Gibraltar Business Capital, 
based in Chicago.
» Cynthia Sims (LAS 
MS ’91) is now 
associate vice presi-
dent of academic 
partnerships and 
learning resources 
with the College 
of DuPage in Glen 
Ellyn, Ill.
 Juliana Stratton 
(JD ’92), the lieutenant 
governor of Illinois, has been 
appointed to the state’s Joint 
Commission on Ethics and 
Lobbying Reform.
 Charles Sullivan (MBA 
’92) was appointed head 
of product on the air 
distribution team of CWT, 
a business-to-business travel 
management platform.
 Marianne Markowitz 
(MBA ’93), CEO of First 
Women’s Bank, announced 
that the bank had  led 
applications with the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation and the Illinois 
» Ryan Partin (CSH 
’08) and Diana Craig 
were married on Nov. 17, 
2018, during a ceremony at 
Balboa Park in San Diego.
» Hollis Baade (LAS 
’09) and Scott Black were 
married Dec. 7, 2019, in 
Kansas City, Mo. Baade 
is employed with State 
Farm Insurance as an art 
director. Black is a business 
development manager with 
Burwood Group.
» Jessica Hinckley (CMN 
’11, MEd ’17) and Corbin 
Andrick (MUS ’11, MM 
’14) were married on April 
27, 2019, in Chicago.  ey 
met as undergraduates 
through DePaul basketball 
games. Jessica was a DePaul 
cheerleader, and Corbin 
played the saxophone in the 
DePaul pep band.
» Stephanie Gilmore 
Plante (MBA ’14) and 
John Plante (CDM MS 
’15) wed on July 28, 2018, 
at Sacred Heart Church in 
Winnetka, Ill.
» Haley J. Cannon 
(LAS ’16) and Joseph 
A. Cunanan (LAS ’15) 
were married on Sept. 22, 
2019.  e couple met 
while co-interning at a 
nonpro t organization near 
the Loop Campus. She is a 
program associate working 
in property preservation 
at Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Chicago. He 
works in DePaul’s Division 
of Enrollment Management 
as a scholarship coordina-
tor. Photo by Allie Idrac
» Page Esterkin (JD ’15) 
and Jonathan Bronitsky 
were married Nov. 23, 
2019, at the Biltmore Hotel 
in Coral Gables, Fla. She is 
the senior adviser for policy 
development and research 
for the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development.  e groom 
is the chief speech writer 
for U.S. Attorney General 
William P. Barr.
» Genevieve Niemann 
(JD ’15) is engaged to 
marry Maxwell Miller at the 
beginning of 2021. She is 
an associate attorney with 
Chicago-based Singewald 
Law Firm practicing divorce 
law and handling other fami-
ly-related matters. Maxwell is 
a national channel manager 
at Telecom Brokerage Inc. 
based in Chicago.
ENGAGEMENTS & MARRIAGES
 Daniel Stevens (BUS MS 
’83) is now executive vice 
president of operations with 
Heartland Financial USA 
Inc., based in Dubuque, Iowa.
  e Hon. Tracey A. 
Bannister (JD ’84) has been 
appointed by Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo to  ll a vacancy on 
the Appellate Division–Fourth 
Department of the New York 
State Supreme Court.
 Mari Beth Johnson-Jelks 
(JD ’84) is now the vice 
president of human resources 
of the Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
Public Museum.
 John Sejdinaj (MBA ’84), 
vice president and CFO 
of Indiana University, has 
years with the corporation. 
He was senior executive 
vice president and head of 
corporate responsibility and 
community engagement 
with the Birmingham, 
Ala.-based organization.
» Elena Kraus (JD 
’89), senior vice 
president and general 
counsel of Walgreens, 
was elected as 
treasurer of the Retail 
Litigation Center, the 
legal arm of the Retail 
Industry Leaders 
Association.
 Sandra Mays (BUS 
’89), co-founder and chief 
customer experience and 
information o  cer of 
Zayo Group Holdings, was 
presented with the Colorado 
Technology Association’s 
APEX Award for CIO of 
the Year.
 Jim Olivi (CDM MS ’89) 
has joined U.S. Term Limits 
as Arizona state director.
 Michael Rogalski (BUS 
’89) is now president and 
CEO of Doxim, a provider 
of customer communi-
cations and engagement 
technology to  nancial and 
regulated markets.
 Martin Sandoval (BUS 
’89, MBA ’97) now serves 
as a business administration 
expert on the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum’s board of 
trustees.
1990s
 Gillian Anderson (THE 
’90) joined the fourth season 
of the Net ix series “ e 
Crown.” She plays former 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret  atcher.
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BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS
» Ryan Partin (CSH 
’08) and his wife, Diana, 
welcomed son Holden 
Wietholter Partin on Sept. 
1, 2019.
 Nathan Bakkum (MUS 
’99) is now senior associate 
provost for academic 
operations of Chicago’s 
Columbia College. He also 
serves as associate professor 
and associate dean of the 
college’s School of Fine and 
Performing Arts.
 Frank Catalano (MUS 
’99) and his quartet played 
at New York’s Birdland Jazz 
Club Oct. 29–30 following a 
successful tour of the United 
States, France, England 
and Japan. He is also the 
new celebrity endorser of 
Drambuie Scotch Liqueur.
 Wayne Cavanaugh (BUS 
’99), founder and CEO of 
Ninja Nation, is franchising 
the business.
 Scott Jordan (MBA ’99) 
has assumed the new role 
of chief business o  cer of 
Salarius Pharmaceuticals 
Inc., a Houston-based 
biotechnology company.
 Kelly Loe  er (MBA 
’99) has been elected to 
the board of directors 
of Georgia Power and 
appointed to serve out the 
U.S. Senate term of Georgia 
Sen. Johnny Isakson, which 
runs until the November 
2020 election. She is CEO 
of the Atlanta-headquartered 
Bakkt, a subsidiary of the 
Intercontinental Exchange.
2000s
 Nicholas Cummings 
(CDM ’00) was appointed 
as deputy city attorney of the 
City of Evanston, Ill.
 Tim Dietlin (MBA ’00) 
was promoted to global 
managing partner of health 
care and life sciences 
practice of Heidrick & 
Struggles in Chicago.
 Christopher Grode 
(MEd ’00) is now school 
district superintendent for 
Columbia, Ill.
 Courtney King (MUS ’00) 
performed at the Tavern on 
La Grange in Countryside, 
Ill.,  to celebrate the release 
of her debut album, “Feel 
Good Swiller.” 
 Gabriel McPherson (THE 
’00) played the role of the 
narrator and served as the 
stage director of Symphony 
Tacoma’s production of 
Proko ev’s “Romeo and 
Juliet,” which was performed 
Oct. 19, 2019. McPherson 
is the director of theatrical 
arts at the Tacoma School of 
the Arts.
 Anne Miskewitch (LAS 
’00, MA ’03) is now the 
executive director of the 
Schaumburg Township (Ill.) 
District Library. She had 
been the library’s deputy 
director.
 Stuart Squires (LAS ’00) 
recently published “ e 
Pelagian Controversy” 
(Wipf and Stock). Squires 
is an associate professor 
of theology and associate 
director of the Center for 
Faith and Culture at the 
University of St.  omas in 
St. Paul, Minn.
 Chris Carmichael (JD 
’01) was named treasurer of 
the Federal Bar Association, 
Chicago Chapter. He is a 
partner with Henderson 
Parks LLC.
 Melinda Spitzer Johnston 
(LAS MA ’01) now serves as 
a digitization, conservation 
and historic preservation 
expert on the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum’s board of 
trustees.
 Kate Schuerholz 
McConnell (MEd ’01) has 
joined the Archdiocese of 
Chicago’s O  ce of Catholic 
Schools as director of 
inclusive education.
 Bryan Schneider (MBA 
’01) is now associate 
director in the supervision, 
enforcement and fair 
lending division of the 
U.S. Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau.
 Diana Bowman (LAS 
’02) has joined Perkins 
Coie as senior counsel in its 
Chicago o  ce. She focuses 
her practice on construction 
and real estate litigation.
 Jamie Bracewell Bas (JD 
’02) is a shareholder of the 
St. Louis law  rm Sandberg 
Phoenix. She has been with 
the  rm since 2013.
 Monique Coleman (THE 
’02) appears in TV One’s 
new  lm “Steppin’ Back 
to Love,” a romance set in 
Chicago and the world of 
step dancing.
 Steven Domanowski 
(JD ’02) has joined the 
New York o  ce of Gibson 
Dunn & Crutcher LLP as a 
partner.
 John Dozier (MBA 
’02, EdD ’11) is the new 
institute community 
and equity o  cer at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.
 Stacey Hamlin (MBA ’02) 
has been made a member 
of the board of Southern 
Michigan Bancorp Inc. 
She is president and CEO 
of CTS Telecom, based in 
Galesburg, Mich.
 Dan O’Mahoney (CDM 
’02) is vice president of 
technology at the Shirley 
Ryan AbilityLab in Chicago.
Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation to 
organize FWBank in Illinois. 
It is expected to open in 2020.
» Marissa Leezer (LAS 
’94) was chosen as the 
2019 Telecommunica-
tor of the Year by the 
Association of Public-
Safety Communica-
tions O  cials Interna-
tional. She has been a 
police dispatcher for 
Chicago’s O  ce of 
Emergency Manage-
ment and Communica-
tions since 2001.
 Jennifer McMahon (LAS 
’94) has been appointed 
to a two-year term as the 
director-at-large and chair 
of the Legislative Advocacy 
Committee of the Illinois 
Public Employer Labor 
Relations Association. She is 
the human resources director 
for St. Charles, Ill.
 Renato Zanichelli (BUS 
’94) joined Grant  ornton 
as national managing partner 
of tax services.
 Edwin Ciskowski (MAC 
’95) is now senior VP and 
senior portfolio manager of 
the Sanibel Captiva Trust 
Company in Sanibel, Fla.
 Steven Donnelly (JD ’95) 
is now chief claims o  cer of 
Amerisure Mutual Insurance 
Co., based in Farmington 
Hills, Mich.
 Timothy Whiting (CDM 
MS ’95) has joined Label 
Insight as vice president of 
marketing. He works out of 
the company’s Chicago o  ce.
 Latonya Walker (LAS ’96) 
is now executive director of 
Community Crisis Center of 
Elgin (Ill.).
 Stacy Caballero-Foushee 
(THE MFA ’97) was 
associate costume designer 
for “Harriet,” a 2019 movie 
about Harriet Tubman from 
award-winning director Kasi 
Lemmons.
 Jonathan Carroll (CMN 
’97) was appointed to serve 
on Illinois’ Guardianship 
and Advocacy Commission 
by Gov. JB Pritzker. Carroll 
represents the 57th district 
in the Illinois House of 
Representatives.
 Leslie Darling (JD ’97) 
was appointed by Illinois 
Gov. JB Pritzker to the 
Illinois Sports Facilities 
Authority.
 Erica MacDonald (JD 
’97) is one of nine U.S. 
Attorneys who have been 
appointed to serve on the 
U.S. Attorney General’s 
Advisory Committee.
 Michelle Morales (LAS 
’97) is the new president of 
Woods Fund Chicago. She 
is the  rst Latina to lead the 
foundation.
 John A. (“Jay”) Stefani 
(LAS ’97, JD ’04) was 
selected as a 2019 Leading 
Lawyer by Law Bulletin 
Media.
 Billee R. Ward (JD ’97), 
an attorney in the Grand 
Rapids, Mich., o  ce of 
Dickinson Wright PLCC, 
has been named to Crain’s 
Detroit Business’ 2019 list 
“Notable Women in Law.”
 Ron Brand (JD ’98) has 
joined Kahana & Feld LLP 
as a partner in its labor 
and employment litigation 
practice. He is based in the 
Irvine, Calif., o  ce.
 Tanya Jachimiak (JD 
’98) is now associate vice 
president of the O  ce for 
Civil Rights and Title IX 
Education and Compliance 
at Michigan State University.
 Susan Vargo (THE ’98) 
served as executive producer 
of a Dec. 7, 2019, simulcast 
across Nickelodeon, 
TeenNick and Nicktoons of 
“ e SpongeBob Musical: 
Live on Stage!” 
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  eodore Rupp (BUS 
’02) now serves on the 
board of directors of the 
newly formed Kovitz Cares, 
a charitable foundation 
of Chicago-based Kovitz 
Investment Group.
 Peter R. Tyksinski (JD 
’02), a foreign attorney 
with Momo-o, Matsuo & 
Namba, based in Tokyo, 
Japan, has co-authored the 
Japan chapter of “LexisNe-
xis Company and Foreign 
Investment Law Guide 
2020” (LexisNexis).
 Hisham Alrayes (MBA 
’03) was included in 
IndustryWired’s list “Top 
20 Extraordinary CEOs to 
Watch.” Alrayes is group 
CEO and a board member 
of GFH Financial Group, 
based in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.
 Borislava Baeva (BUS 
’03) launched her  tness 
studio bundling service My 
Strong Circle in Chicago in 
February 2020.
 Asha Goldstein (BUS ’03) 
has been named a 2019 Best-
In-State Next-Gen Wealth 
Advisor by Forbes Magazine, 
as well as a 2019 Top Wealth 
Advisor Mom by Working 
Mother Magazine. She is a 
partner and wealth advisor 
with Chicago-based Vivaldi 
Capital Management.
 Tyler Hagenbuch (BUS 
’03) is now a partner in the 
Chicago and Washington, 
D.C., o  ces of Perkins Coie. 
He focuses his practice on 
political law.
 Susannah Hoelter de 
Lago (CMN ’03) has been 
named to the Milwaukee 
Business Journal’s “40 
Under 40” list for 2020. She 
founded Working Moms of 
Milwaukee in 2017 to help 
professional women connect 
with each other. She is also 
the founder and president of 
Style Up Group LLC.
 Anna Matuszewski (CSH 
MA ’03, PhD ’07) has 
been named to Crain’s 2020 
Notable Leaders in HR. She 
is vice president of talent 
management with UL.
 Monique Nelson (MBA 
’03) has been elected to the 
board of trustees of Brandeis 
University in Waltham, 
Mass. She is chair and 
CEO of the multicultural 
marketing agency UWG.
 Leah Neubauer (CMN 
’03, LAS MA ’10) received 
the Association of Schools 
and Programs of Public 
Health’s Early Career Public 
Health Teaching Award. She 
is an assistant professor of 
preventive medicine in the 
division of public health 
practice at Northwestern 
University’s Feinberg School 
of Medicine.
 Anqunette Parham 
(LAS ’03) was appointed 
as executive director of the 
human service department 
of the City of Rockford, Ill.
 Brian Reichenbach (MM 
’03) performed last Oct. 21 
on the Ru atti pipe organ 
during the Ovid Young 
Memorial Organ Recital series 
at Olivet Nazarene University 
in Bourbonnais, Ill.
 Prett Singh (MEd ’03) has 
been appointed to the board 
of the Palatine (Ill.) Public 
Library District.
 Nellie Garcia Stoeckel 
(SCPS ’03) has joined the 
Chicago o  ce of Freeborn 
& Peters LLP as an associate 
in the litigation and IP 
practice groups.
 Christopher Dely 
(JD ’04) has joined the 
Chicago-based litigation 
group of Hinckley Allen.
 Suzanne Lang Fodor (THE 
MFA ’04), an executive 
and career coach at Indiana 
University, recently received 
her professional CPCC career 
coaching certi cation.
 Kelley Gandurski (JD 
’04) was appointed as 
corporation counsel of the 
City of Evanston, Ill.
 Kim Kopec (MEd ’04), 
an adjunct faculty member 
in DePaul’s College of Educa-
tion, was named 2020 School 
Counselor Educator of the 
Year by the Illinois School 
Counselor Association.
“It seems like when we get together, we just kind of pick up where we left o ,” says JoAnn Peterson-Montecki (BUS ’81, 
MAC ’82). She and her classmates from DePaul’s fi rst 4+1 master’s 
of accounting (MAC) cohort have been reuniting regularly since they 
graduated in 1982. “We took all of our courses together, so that led 
to the closeness of our small class of 17,” she says. 
The MAC program, then called MAcc, was designed so students 
could obtain their bachelor’s and master’s in fi ve years. “After that, 
each of us had the option of being a graduate assistant in the School 
of Accountancy or doing an internship with one of Chicago’s top 
fi rms,” she says.  
”We were a really tight group. We went to each other’s weddings 
and just kind of kept up with each other,” she continues. They at-
tended some dinners for math students organized by DePaul at the 
now-shuttered Como Inn. When those dinners fell by the wayside, 
the group continued to stay in touch. 
But after a lapse of about nine years, Peterson-Montecki recalls, 
“one of the guys said, ‘Hey, we haven’t gotten together in too many 
years, so let’s do this.’ That was 2013, and we did fi ve years again in 
2018. As we were leaving we said, ‘Oh, we’re getting old. We need to 
do this more often.’ So I think we’re going to try to do it every two 
years now.’
Peterson-Montecki attributes the group’s staying power to having 
shared the same experiences at the same time: “Everybody was trying 
to secure their position in public accounting, so we were all kind of 
supporting each other through.”
They also shared a baseball diamond. “In the spring of our fi fth 
year, our class had a coed softball team named the MAcc Attack. We 
played in DePaul’s intramural softball league at Wish Field and had a 
blast, knowing our days together would soon be over with graduation. 
 They’re just a great group of people,” she says.
Spotlight
Clockwise from top left: Lee Rendino (BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Anne Mieleszuk 
(BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Ed Kelly (BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Sue Pusateri Swaringen 
(BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Mary Lou Vainisi (BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Sam Cannata 
(BUS ’81, MAC ’82), JoAnn Peterson-Montecki (BUS ’81, MAC ’82), Martha 
Radek Smith (MAC ’82) and Tom Festle (BUS ’81, MAC ’82)
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 Scott Maybee (MBA 
’04) is now the president of 
NextGear Capital, based in 
Carmel, Ind.
 Julieta Mundo (BUS ’04) 
has been appointed to serve as 
a commissioner on the Illinois 
Liquor Control Commission 
by Gov. JB Pritzker.
 Erin Webster O’Brien (JD 
’04) was named president 
of the Will County Bar 
Association for 2019–20. She 
is founder of the law  rm 
Erin Webster O’Brien PC.
 Stella Pappas (LAS ’04) is 
now vice president of investor 
relations with Waterton, a 
national real estate investor 
and operator. She is based in 
the  rm’s Chicago o  ce.
 Bakul Patel (CDM MS 
’04) was promoted to execu-
tive vice president and CIO 
of Cone Health. In 2019, he 
was named to Becker’s “100 
Hospital and Health System 
CIOs to Know.”
 Rachel Peck (MEd ’04) 
has joined Chicago-based 
Entre Commercial Realty as 
a real estate broker.
 Sally Washlow (MBA 
’04) is a new member of the 
board of industry leaders 
of the Consumer Technol-
ogy Association. She is the 
Midwest practice leader of 
the International Center 
for Executive Options and 
managing director of SW 
Consulting Solutions.
 Rafey Balabanian (JD ’05) 
has been named to Law360’s 
list of Rising Stars for 2019 
in the class action category. 
Balabanian, a managing 
partner with Edelson PC in 
San Francisco, earned the 
distinction for obtaining the 
largest privacy verdict in U.S. 
history, against health supple-
ment marketer ViSalus.
 Desmin Borges (THE 
’05) plays Dan, Paul 
Rudd’s work rival, in the 
Net ix series “Living With 
Yourself.”
 Ben Chappell (CDM 
’05) directed Jack White 
and  e Raconteurs’ video 
“Somedays (I Don’t Feel 
Like Trying),” at Wisconsin’s 
House on the Rock.
 Brian Ganan (MEd ’05) 
is the new superintendent 
of La Grange (Ill.) School 
District 105.
 Arby Gonzales (BUS ’05) 
is now the internal auditor 
of the Texas Department of 
Insurance.
 Cynthia Graves (BUS ’05) 
is now a partner with Graves 
and Associates, CPAs, LLC. 
She specializes in personal 
and business tax preparation 
and audits of governmental 
and nonpro t entities.
 Tinisa Hu  (MEd ’05) 
assumes the post of principal 
of Betsy Ross Elementary 
School in Prospect Heights, 
Ill., in July 2020.
 Lisa Lukaszewski (MUS 
’05, JD ’09) joined the 
Chicago o  ce of Schi  
Hardin’s private clients, trusts 
and estates group as counsel.
 Rick Nevarez (BUS 
’05) is now director of 
acquisitions and leasing with 
the Chicago-based real estate 
investment and management 
company Clear Height 
Properties.
 Christian Picciolini 
(SCPS ’05), an author and 
activist, spoke to the Mayor’s 
Council Against Hate in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., on Nov. 
12, 2019.
 James Saul (JD ’05), 
a partner with Faegre 
Drinker, was recognized 
for excellence by the 2020 
"World Trademark Review 
1000:  e World’s Leading 
Trademark Professionals."
 Glenn Allison (SCPS 
’06) has been named vice 
chairman of the National 
Retail Federation Technology 
Leadership Council.
 Matthew De Preter 
(JD ’06) joined Aronberg 
Goldgehn’s intellectual 
property practice group as a 
member.
 Ryan Hobbs (MUS ’06), 
a trumpeter and founder of 
the Chicago-based Northside 
Brass, recorded “Christmas 
Carols for Brass” in 2019 
with the quintet. 
 Darryl Ronconi (CDM 
MS ’06) is now president of 
Brookston Capital Manage-
ment in Chicago. He retains 
his position with the company 
as chief operating o  cer.
 April Vesely (JD ’06) joined 
Swanson, Martin & Bell LLP 
as an associate. She practices 
in the areas of asbestos, 
toxic tort and construction 
litigation, as well as product 
liability, commercial litigation 
and business disputes.
 Ryan Branch (MBA ’07) 
is now senior marketing 
manager of AAK USA Inc. 
He is based in the Edison, 
N.J., o  ce.
 Constance Christian 
(CSH MA ’07) has 
joined Christian Brothers 
Investment Services as a 
portfolio manager.
 Ryan D’Arcy (BUS ’07) 
was named president and 
CEO of X-Golf America, 
a golf simulator/technology 
company.
 Nida Shakir Gha ar (LAS 
’07), an associate with Husch 
Blackwell, participated in a 
new program spearheaded 
by AdvanceLaw that pairs 
general counsel and other 
senior lawyers with diverse 
associates in private practice.
 Reyes Gonzalez (MBA 
’07, BUS MS ’12) has been 
elected to the board of the 
Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities. 
He is the president of St. 
Augustine College in Chicago.
 Jay Knobloch (JD ’07) is 
now executive vice president 
of intellectual property for 
NuCurrent, a wireless power 
systems and technology 
development company based 
in Chicago.
 Tammy Scarborough 
(MBA ’07) is now president 
of Beaumont Health hospitals 
in Taylor, Trenton and Wayne, 
Mich. She is responsible 
for strategy development, 
daily operations and  nancial 
performance of the facilities.
 Patrick Wartan (BUS 
’07) has been elected as a 
partner of Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister LLP. He works 
in the  rm’s Chicago o  ce 
and is chair of its food and 
beverage team.
 Isaneida Alvarado (CSH 
’08) has joined the Diverse 
Learners Administration 
at Waukegan (Ill.) Public 
Schools. She is the  rst 
Latina serving as the school 
psychology coordinator.
 Sarah Flotte (JD ’08) has 
joined Perkins Coie’s labor 
and employment practice. 
She works in the  rm’s 
Chicago o  ce.
 Donna Gin (MBA ’08) 
was named to the Northwest 
Indiana Times’ “20 Under 
20” list for 2019. She is senior 
vice president of Peoples 
Bank in Munster, Ind.
IN MEMORIAM
Lord, we commend to 
you the souls of our 
dearly departed. In your 
mercy and love, grant 
them eternal peace.
Alumni
Melvin C. Butler (BUS 
’42) » Irene M. Redecke 
(MUS ’50) » John W. 
Bowman (BUS ’51) » Paul 
Hiromura (LAS 
’51) » John M. Ryan (BUS 
’51) » Anthony R. Lazzara 
(LLB ’54) » Rev. Jack 
W. Porter (LAS ’55, MA 
’58) » Morton H. Kaplan 
(BUS ’56) » Anthony 
Cupp (LAS ’57, MEd 
’62) » Gildo E. Fato 
(JD ’60) » Sister M. 
P. Lendacky (MUS 
’61) » John F. Berry (MEd 
’62) » Sister Dominic 
Long, S.C.L. (MUS MM 
’65) »  e Hon. Patrick T. 
Driscoll Jr. (JD ’67) » John 
L. Chamberlain (MEd 
’68) » Patricia H. 
Ableidinger (CSH 
’69) » Neal M. Bennick 
(MUS ’69) » Diane 
M. Hudyka (EDU 
’69) » Helen J. Curoso 
(CSH ’71) » Sr. 
Sister Bernadette Del 
Duca, S.C. (MUS MM 
’71) » William D. Siarny 
Jr. (LAS ’71) » John J. 
Tokarski (MUS ’76, MM 
’78) » Rev. Phillip Cio   
(LAS ’77) » G. Michael 
Dill (MBA ’77) » Nancy 
L. Judd (SCPS ’79) » Ellen 
Wittenbrink (EDU MA 
’79) » Robert F. Moran 
(LAS MA ’80) » Robert 
J. Tokoly (MBA 
’80) » Robert J. Wagner 
(JD ’80) » John P. O’Brien 
(MBA ’81) »  omas F. 
Lowry (LLM ’82)  
» David S. Wielgus (BUS 
’82, MBA ’84) » Kathy 
L. Jones (MBA 
’86) » Mark E. Leipold 
(JD ’86) » Michael 
J. Nannetti (SCPS 
’99) » Marie M. Wolfe 
(LAS ’99) » Michelle M. 
Rowley (MEd ’04) » Ryan 
A. Erikson (JD ’06)
Faculty, Staff and Friends
Ralph H. Beaudoin » Lorry 
Borowitz » Dr. Calvin 
R. Brown Jr. » Jerome 
J. Conn » Dr. Floyd 
R. Dill » Mark 
Giangrande » Barron 
Hilton  » David A. 
Jones » Stephen E. Quast
Editor’s Note: Due to space 
limitations, this memorial list 
includes only those alumni 
and friends who our o  ces 
have con rmed have passed 
away since the previous issue 
was printed.
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She specializes in personal 
and business tax preparation 
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of Betsy Ross Elementary 
School in Prospect Heights, 
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 James Saul (JD ’05), 
a partner with Faegre 
Drinker, was recognized 
for excellence by the 2020 
"World Trademark Review 
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’06) has been named vice 
chairman of the National 
Retail Federation Technology 
Leadership Council.
 Matthew De Preter 
(JD ’06) joined Aronberg 
Goldgehn’s intellectual 
property practice group as a 
member.
 Ryan Hobbs (MUS ’06), 
a trumpeter and founder of 
the Chicago-based Northside 
Brass, recorded “Christmas 
Carols for Brass” in 2019 
with the quintet. 
 Darryl Ronconi (CDM 
MS ’06) is now president of 
Brookston Capital Manage-
ment in Chicago. He retains 
his position with the company 
as chief operating o  cer.
 April Vesely (JD ’06) joined 
Swanson, Martin & Bell LLP 
as an associate. She practices 
in the areas of asbestos, 
toxic tort and construction 
litigation, as well as product 
liability, commercial litigation 
and business disputes.
 Ryan Branch (MBA ’07) 
is now senior marketing 
manager of AAK USA Inc. 
He is based in the Edison, 
N.J., o  ce.
 Constance Christian 
(CSH MA ’07) has 
joined Christian Brothers 
Investment Services as a 
portfolio manager.
 Ryan D’Arcy (BUS ’07) 
was named president and 
CEO of X-Golf America, 
a golf simulator/technology 
company.
 Nida Shakir Gha ar (LAS 
’07), an associate with Husch 
Blackwell, participated in a 
new program spearheaded 
by AdvanceLaw that pairs 
general counsel and other 
senior lawyers with diverse 
associates in private practice.
 Reyes Gonzalez (MBA 
’07, BUS MS ’12) has been 
elected to the board of the 
Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities. 
He is the president of St. 
Augustine College in Chicago.
 Jay Knobloch (JD ’07) is 
now executive vice president 
of intellectual property for 
NuCurrent, a wireless power 
systems and technology 
development company based 
in Chicago.
 Tammy Scarborough 
(MBA ’07) is now president 
of Beaumont Health hospitals 
in Taylor, Trenton and Wayne, 
Mich. She is responsible 
for strategy development, 
daily operations and  nancial 
performance of the facilities.
 Patrick Wartan (BUS 
’07) has been elected as a 
partner of Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister LLP. He works 
in the  rm’s Chicago o  ce 
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Learners Administration 
at Waukegan (Ill.) Public 
Schools. She is the  rst 
Latina serving as the school 
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was named to the Northwest 
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 Laura Giampietro (SCPS 
’09) has joined Chicago-based 
Newcastle Limited as senior 
vice president of marketing.
 Katie Goelz (MEd ’09) 
was among the St. Louis-area 
educators who received 
the Emerson Excellence in 
Teaching award. She is a 
special education teacher at 
North Glendale Elementary 
School in St. Louis.
 Greg Kizer (MBA ’09) 
has been promoted to senior 
vice president at Resource 
Insurance Consultants, 
which he joined in 2011. He 
will continue to manage all 
new business development 
activities and client 
relationships.
 Nicholas Lenard (CSH 
’09) is now the director of 
business operations of Delta 
Direct Care. He oversees 
locations in Battle Ground 
and Vancouver, Wash.
 Rey Lopez-Calderon (JD 
’09) is now advancement 
director of Alliance San 
Diego, a community 
empowerment organization.
 Shreyas Patel (BUS ’09), 
president and COO of Chi-
cago-based Helix Hospitality, 
has been selected for Crain’s 
Notable Entrepreneurs 2019.
 Alan Wilson (JD ’09) 
is now president of Avant 
Global LLC, an investment, 
business advisory and fund 
management  rm based in 
Santa Barbara, Calif.
 Vicki Znavor (MBA ’09) 
was named as one of Crain’s 
2020 Notable Leaders in HR. 
She is chief human resources 
o  cer for CIBC Bank U.S.
2010s
 Sam Barber (CDM MS 
’10) is now creative director 
of Primm Advertising in 
Norfolk, Va.
 Jay Borchert (LAS ’10), 
along with seven other 
formerly incarcerated college 
graduates, established the 
Formerly Incarcerated 
College Graduates Network 
as a collective community to 
of Opendoor, an online real 
estate sales system.
 Chad Williams (SCPS 
MA ’08) is the new director 
of Lehigh University’s o  ce 
of multicultural a airs.
 Mary Williamson (THE 
’08) appeared in “Sender,” a 
play by Chicago playwright 
Ike Holter, at the Urbanite 
 eatre in Sarasota, Fla., in 
January and February.
 Amelia C. Anderson 
(JD ’09) was invested as 
a new immigration judge 
in the Executive O  ce for 
Immigration Review of the 
U.S. Department of Justice.
» Ben Angelo (MBA 
’09) was promoted to 
vice president of real 
estate development of 
The Opus Group. He is 
based in the compa-
ny’s Chicago o  ce.
 Kwaku Attoh (EDU ’09) 
has joined the coaching sta  
of the men’s cross country 
and track and  eld teams 
of Widener University in 
Chester, Pa.
 Matt Brockmeier (JD ’09) 
is an associate at Vicente 
Sederberg, a full-service 
cannabis law  rm. He is 
based in the  rm’s Denver 
o  ce.
 Nate Conley (JD ’09) has 
joined the San Diego-based 
Sheinberg Law Group as an 
associate attorney.
 Neil Feuling (MBA 
’09, BUS MS ’10) is now 
senior director of business 
development of Fyusion, 
a San Francisco-based 
technology solutions 
company. He will focus on 
automotive partnerships and 
growth initiatives.
 Wesley Green (LAS ’08) 
has been promoted from 
assistant coach to head coach 
of the Eustis (Fla.) High 
School boys basketball team.
 Stephanie Jeter (CDM ’08), 
 lmmaker and co-founder of 
OTV Studio, was included in 
the 2020 edition of the Reel 
Chicago Black List.
 Bryan Johnson (SCPS 
’08) is now director of busi-
ness development of Next 
Step Recovery, an addiction 
treatment organization in 
Asheville, N.C.
 Sharon A. Johnson (LAS 
MS ’08) has been appointed 
acting deputy city manager 
of Evanston, Ill. She has been 
the city’s business diversity 
compliance o  cer since 2015.
 Rani Morrison (LAS MA 
’08) was selected as one of 
Crain’s Chicago Notable 
Women in Healthcare 2019. 
Morrison is currently senior 
director of care continuum 
at UI Health.
 Alexandria (Allie) Quigley 
(EDU ’08) was named 
to the Illinois Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame Class of 2020.
 Kelly Razzouk (JD ’08) 
published an article on 
the Center for Civilians 
in Con ict website on 
international criminal law. 
She is the director of policy 
and advocacy for the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee.
 Andrew Rosenband 
(LAS ’08) was named to 
Crain’s Chicago Business’ 
2019 "40 Under 40” list. 
He is founder and CEO of 
Morgan Li, a store  xture 
and hotel furniture provider.
 Jennifer Spear (CMN 
’08) is now an attorney with 
the law  rm Martoccio & 
Martoccio in Hinsdale, Ill.
 Brittney  omas (BUS ’08) 
is now director of programs 
of Brave Space Alliance, an 
LGBTQIA+ center located on 
the South Side of Chicago.
 Tom Willerer (LAS MA 
’08) has been named the 
 rst-ever chief product o  cer 
promote higher education 
for incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated individuals.
 Christopher Cook (JD 
’10) was selected by Idaho 
Business Review as one of 
its 2019 Leaders in Law. He 
is an associate attorney with 
Hawley Toxell in Boise.
 Elyse Anne Kakaceck 
(MUS ’10), an operatic 
soprano, has released her 
 rst classic solo album, 
“Untethered,” which 
explores the broad expanse 
of femininity.
 Rachel Moguel (JD 
’10) received a 2019 
Distinguished Alumni 
Achievement Award from the 
West Chicago Community 
High School District 94 
Educational Foundation. 
Founder of her own law  rm, 
she volunteers for several or-
ganizations, including Illinois 
Coalition for Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights, World Relief 
and the Elgin Community 
Crisis Center.
 Charles Rizzo (JD ’10) 
was elected as a shareholder 
of Nathan Sommers Jacobs 
in Houston. He concentrates 
his practice on commercial 
lending,  nance, real estate 
and corporate transactions.
 Samantha Quigley Smith 
(EDU ’10, MEd ’14) was 
named to the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame Class of 2020.
 Jordyn Kopin Tarazi (LAS 
’10) has been named director 
of investor relations for 
CohBar Inc., a clinical-stage 
biotechnology company 
based in Menlo Park, Calif.
» Chelsea Trotter 
(LAS ’10) is the fi rst 
director of The Quell 
Foundation’s scholar-
ship program. She is 
responsible for the 
continued growth of 
the Massachusetts-
based foundation’s 
national scholarship 
program. 
 Peter N. Turney (JD ’10) 
has accepted the position 
of director of compliance 
for the University of Utah 
athletics department.
 Patrick Andrus (MBA 
’11) is now executive director 
of the American College of 
Foot and Ankle Surgeons.
 James Brinkmann (MUS 
’11) presented his research 
about his experiences 
playing classical music in the 
Chicago subway stations at 
the College of Music Society 
Great Lakes Conference in 
Rochester, Mich.
» Liz Brodzinski (JD 
’11) was elected 
shareholder at Banner 
Witco . She works out 
of the fi rm’s Chicago 
o  ce and focuses her 
practice on trademark, 
copyright, advertising 
and new media 
matters.
 Michelle Mills Clement 
(LAS MNM ’11) was named 
to Crain’s Chicago Business’ 
2019 "40 Under 40” list. 
She is CEO of the Chicago 
Community Forum of the 
Chicago Association of 
Realtors.
 Cori Cozort (JD ’11) has 
been promoted to partner 
at Giamanco Law Partners, 
with o  ces in the Chicago 
suburbs of Bolingbrook and 
New Lenox.
 Jaime Koziol Delaney 
(JD ’11) has been promoted 
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to partner at Chicago-based 
personal injury law  rm 
Levin & Perconti.
 Courtney King (CMN 
’11) has joined Fox 19 Now 
in Cincinnati as a reporter.
» Sarah King (JD ’11) 
has been named part-
ner at Chicago-based 
Cli ord Law O  ces. 
She has particular 
expertise in the 
medical malpractice 
arena.
 Bonnie MacRitchie (LAS 
MS ’11) has joined the La 
Follette School of Public 
A airs at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison as 
senior outreach specialist.
 Tony Matesi (CMN ’11) 
has published his  rst book, 
“ e Legend of the Death 
Race: Conquering Life with 
Courage, Power, & Wisdom.”
 Tanvi Patel (JD ’11) has 
been promoted to partner at 
Neal Gerber Eisenberg. She 
is a registered patent attorney 
and serves on the board of 
Ms. JD, an organization that 
supports women in the legal 
profession.
 Charlene Recio (JD ’11) 
was elected to serve as pres-
ident of the 2020 executive 
board of the Will County (Ill.) 
Women’s Bar Association. 
She is assistant state’s attorney 
in the felony narcotics 
unit of the Will County 
State’s Attorney's O  ce.
 Hayley Anderson (CDM 
’12) was included on Forbes’ 
“30 Under 30: Marketing 
& Advertising” list. She is 
the chief creative o  cer of 
Soona, a fast-casual photo 
and video service.
 Ashley Bohrer (LAS 
MA ’12, PhD ’16) is now 
an assistant professor of 
gender and peace studies 
with the Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies, 
part of the Keough School 
of Global A airs at Notre 
Dame University.
» Thomas Buhrmann 
(MBA ’12) has been 
promoted to principal 
of Strategic Wealth 
Partners Group LLC. He 
is based in the fi rm’s 
Deerfi eld, Ill., o  ce.
» David Byrnes (SCPS 
’12) has joined Mspark, 
a national shared mail 
company, as senior 
director for paper & 
print services.
 Gus Fakhouri (BUS ’12) 
has founded Real Talk Live, 
a celebrity engagement 
business that features 
one-on-one video calls with 
high-pro le individuals.
 Stephanie Feeney (CDM 
MS ’12) has kicked o  a 
series, “Bring Her Along,” 
at Chicago-based Inspire 
11.  e series focuses on 
networking and goal-setting 
for working women.
 Glenance Green (LAS MA 
’12), deputy director of Free 
Spirit Media, is included 
on the 2020 Reel Chicago 
Black List.
 Kristen Nelson (JD ’12) 
has been named a 2019 
fellow of the Wisconsin Law 
Foundation.  e Wisconsin 
Law Journal also honored 
her as a 2019 Woman in 
Law. Nelson is an attorney 
with the Milwaukee-based 
 rm Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin 
& Brown.
 Adrianne Robertson 
(MEd ’12) has joined the 
student services team of 
Roswell (Ga.) High School 
part time to focus on student 
mental health support. She is 
a PhD candidate at Georgia 
State University.
 Chris Barker (THE 
’13) has joined the Danish 
company SGM Lighting as 
speci cations manager for 
installs.
Bill Eikost (LAS ’88) has rarely opted for a mainstream route. He prefers 
eclectic avenues.
The Evanston, Ill., native migrated 
from music education to history as a 
DePaul undergraduate while DJing for 
the university’s radio station and play-
ing backup goalkeeper for the varsity 
soccer team, his 5-foot-7-inch frame 
notwithstanding. “I was very quick and 
could jump,” says Eikost.
The DJ gig brought him in touch with 
bands touring through Chicago. After 
graduating, Eikost jumped into freelance 
music journalism, a side job he pursued 
for a decade. He covered hard rock, with 
interviews of Ozzy Osbourne and Robert 
Plant, among others, and wrote for Eu-
ropean music magazines such as Shark, 
R.A.W., Metal Hammer and Kerrang.
Eikost’s reporting overlapped with 
a marketing and sales stint at a Chi-
cago fi rm that brokered tech industry 
contracts with hospitals. He eventually 
transitioned to working in the health 
care trade magazine industry. Today, his 
Phoenix-based company, 7 Toes Media, 
publishes EndoPro, a print and online 
resource for endoscopy professionals.
With the resources to pursue outside 
interests, he turned to another pas-
sion—movies. He has acted as executive 
producer of several independent fi lms, 
including “This Last Lonely Place,” “The 
Black Gloves,” “White Orchid,” “Cruel 
Hearts” and “The Devil’s Machine.” His 
hands-on involvement is a point of pride. 
“You can get involved with anything by 
just throwing money at it, but will you 
be proud having your name on it?”
“This Last Lonely Place” was pro-
duced by Santana Films, a company 
formed by Humphrey Bogart and now 
run by his son, Stephen Bogart. The 
connection was special for Eikost. 
“Humphrey Bogart is one of my favorite 
movie stars of all time,” says Eikost, a 
fan of revival movie theaters. “When 
I wasn’t in class at DePaul, I basically 
lived at the Music Box Theatre.”
Eikost recently returned to Chicago 
to screen “Cruel Hearts,” a crime drama 
centered on a volatile love triangle, and 
promote its pay-per-view/video-on-
demand and Blu-Ray releases.  The 
fi lm’s director, Paul Osborne, has be-
come a friend.
“I’d rather work with people I have 
a lot in common with,” says Eikost. He 
attributes that predilection to the col-
laborative spirit DePaul inspired in him.
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 Joe Conneely (BUS ’13) 
joined Peak Construction 
Corp. as a project accountant. 
He is based in the company’s 
Des Plaines, Ill., o  ce.
 Leah Farmer (JD ’13) 
has joined the Atlanta o  ce 
of Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton as an associate on 
the labor and employment 
team.
 Britt Florin (JD ’13) was 
elected to serve as treasurer 
of the 2020 executive board 
of the Will County (Ill.) 
Women’s Bar Association. 
She is an assistant state’s 
attorney for Will County.
 Derek Fohl (MBA ’13, 
BUS MS ’18) has joined 
the Chicago o  ce of 
Newmark Knight Frank as a 
senior managing director of 
the capital markets team.
 Brianna Kelly (CMN 
’13, MA ’14) is now a 
reporter for  e Real 
Deal, a Chicago real estate 
website.
 Victoria Lee (CMN ’13) 
has been named to the 
2020 Reel Chicago Black 
List. Lee is a director and 
producer who co-writes, 
produces and stars in her 
web series, “Low Strung.”
 Alex Salvi (LAS ’13) 
has his own one-hour, 
weeknight show on One 
America News Network 
and DirectTV Channel 
347, “After Hours with Alex 
Salvi.”
 Cristina Navarrete (CMN 
’13) a reporter for Telemun-
do a  liate WNJU in New 
York City, was nominated 
for a 2020 New York Emmy 
Award in the category of 
Talent: Reporter—General 
Assignment.
 Nedaa Sweiss (CMN ’13) 
was named to Forbes’ “20 
Under 30: Hollywood & 
Entertainment 2020” and 
Variety’s “New Leaders in 
TV” lists. She is the head 
writer of “ e Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon,” making her only 
the second woman to lead 
the writers’ room.
 Brandon Weichert (LAS 
’13) joined Agency ONE 
in Fort Myers, Fla., as a 
Realtor.
 Casey Clemmons (LAS 
’14) worked on Pete 
Buttigieg’s U.S. presidential 
campaign as Iowa deputy 
state director.
» Stephen 
Cramarosso (LAS ’14) 
has joined Taft Law’s 
Chicago o  ce as 
counsel. He focuses 
his practice on 
general corporate law, 
business operations, 
and mergers and 
acquisitions.
 Kevin P. Fanning (JD 
’14) has founded the 
Chicago-based law  rm 
Fanning Law LLC, which 
concentrates on commercial 
and industrial property 
tax appeals and incentives. 
Previously, he was with 
Verros Berkshire PC.
 Vanja Vidackovic 
Galligan (JD ’14) joined 
the business group of Ice 
Miller as an associate.
 Samantha Grund-
Wickramasekera (LAS 
’14, JD ’17) has joined the 
government representation 
division of the O  ce of the 
Illinois Attorney General.
 Kelsey Landis (LAS MA 
’14) is now state a airs and 
politics reporter for the 
Belleville (Ill.) News-
Democrat.
 Frederick McConnell 
(MBA ’14) was appointed 
to the aldermanic district 
task force of Sun Prairie, 
Wis. He is vice president 
of lending of Madison 
Development Corporation 
in Madison, Wis.
 Christopher Rigg (SCPS 
’14, MA ’19) is a managing 
principal and COO of 
Chicago-based EKI Digital, 
a digital asset management 
advisory  rm.
 Laura Rodriguez (CMN 
’14) is now a reporter 
for the Chicago Tribune. 
She had been a bilingual 
multimedia journalist and 
producer of the recently 
eliminated Spanish-lan-
guage newspaper Hoy.
 Maria Schletker (JD ’14) 
was honored with the Sword 
of Justice Award by the 
Kentucky Commonwealth’s 
Attorneys Association 
in recognition of her 
individual achievement 
and outstanding work as a 
Kentucky prosecutor. She is 
a Kenton County assistant 
commonwealth attorney.
» Shannon 
Stone-Winding (SCPS 
’14) has been ap-
pointed president and 
CEO of the Black 
Alliance of Colleges 
and Employers. In 
2016, she founded a 
higher ed consulting 
fi rm, and she serves 
as a board member 
for Women Employed 
Adult Student 
Success Council and 
co-chair of DePaul’s 
Chicagoland Alumni 
Board.
 Kenny Wassus (LAS MA 
’14) was hired by the Wall 
Street Journal as a senior 
video journalist.
 Zach De Nardi (MFA 
’15) premiered his 
60-second microshort, 
“Windows,” at the Big 
Teeth, Small Shorts Film 
Festival in Chicago.
» Lindsay Goldstein 
(CMN ’15), a youth 
services librarian in the 
Winnetka-Northfi eld 
(Ill.) Public Library 
District, competed on 
the TV show “Jeopar-
dy!” The episode aired 
Jan. 17, 2020.
 Julian Hayda (CDM 
’15, LAS MA ’19) joined 
WUWM-FM, Milwaukee’s 
NPR station, as producer of 
its daily magazine program, 
“Lake E ect.” 
 Allison Hintz (JD ’15) 
has joined the Minneapolis 
o  ce of Lathrop GPM as 
an associate in the  rm’s 
corporate and business 
practice group.
 Jessica Linder (BUS ’15) is 
the new president and CEO 
of the Aurora (Ill.) Regional 
Chamber of Commerce.
» Brynn Murphy (CMN 
’15) is now program-
ming executive for 
Live Nation Entertain-
ment, headquartered 
in Dublin, Ireland.
 Kari Natale (LAS 
MNM ’15) has received 
the Association Forum’s 
Inspiring Leader Award. 
She is senior director of 
planning and governance for 
the Illinois CPA Society and 
senior director of the CPA 
Endowment Fund of Illinois.
 Kavyanjali Pearlman 
(CDM MS ’15) has joined 
EM360 as an advisory board 
member.
 Elizabeth Rosenfeld (MEd 
’15) was named 2020 Ele-
mentary School Counselor of 
the Year by the Illinois School 
Counselor Association. She 
is a counselor at Salmon P. 
Chase Elementary School 
in Chicago’s Logan Square 
neighborhood.
 Alejandro Roman (BUS 
’15) was promoted to data 
center solution architect 
with CDW, headquartered 
in Lincolnshire, Ill.
 Laura Rosesslein (MPA 
’15) is now the village 
administrator of Twin 
Lakes, Wis.
 Katelyn Crysler (LAS ’16) 
is an associate with Warner 
Norcross & Judd LLP. 
She is based in the  rm’s 
South eld, Mich., o  ce.
 Dan Daitchman (MBA 
’16) has been promoted 
to director of corporate 
advisory and valuation 
services of Chicago-based 
Great American Group.
» Anna Fechtor (LAS 
’16) was part of a 
team that earned 
second place in the 
2019 Geneva Chal-
lenge. Their entry was 
RAPIDCARE, a project 
that “seeks to leverage 
the existing capacity 
of informal health care 
providers to better 
treat and monitor 
infectious disease in ... 
informal [urban] 
settlements.”
 Vera Gaskil (MBA ’16) 
has been appointed to  ll 
a vacancy on the board of 
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Mallory Pollard (CSH ’71) at the 
March for Life in Baton Rouge, La.
Porschia Thomas-Quinn Nkansa 
(BUS ’06) at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London
 Sisters Mary Ellen Kelly (LAS ’75), Noreen 
Kelly (LAS ’76) and Janet Kelly (BUS ’73) 
in Winchester, England
Do you have a photo 
that shows your 
DePaul spirit? Send the 
image to dpalumni@
depaul.edu with your 
name and the location 
where the photo 
was taken, and you 
may see yourself in a 
future issue of DePaul 
Magazine. High-
resolution images only.
DePaul Pride
Aptakisic-Tripp Elementary 
School District 102, which 
serves schools in parts of 
Bu alo Grove, Ill.
 Vanessa Horton (SCPS 
MA ’16) is now an associate 
director of the investment 
adviser/investment 
company exam program 
in the Chicago regional 
o  ce of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission.
» Gerald Keenan 
Hutchens (CDM ’16, 
MS ’19) is the new 
software developer of 
My Art Cache, an 
online matching 
platform for art 
industry professionals 
and buyers.
 Christine Mouser (CSH 
MS ’16) was recently 
honored for her involvement 
in NASA’s Near Earth 
Asteroid Rendezvous 
(NEAR) mission with a 
display at the Fossil Ridge 
Library in Braidwood, Ill.
 Ayanna Bakari (THE 
’17) appeared in Lydia R. 
Diamond’s 2006 domestic 
drama, “Stick Fly,” which 
ran at Writers  eatre 
in Glencoe, Ill., Feb. 5–
March 15.
 Jake Ekdahl (CMN 
MA ’17) is now a reporter 
with Agri-View, based in 
Madison, Wis.
 Jake Glover (BUS ’17), 
a broker account executive 
with Chicago-based software 
company Jellyvision, has 
been named one of Chicago 
Inno’s 2019 “25 Under 25” 
in the entrepreneurship and 
technology industries.
 Brooke Schulte (CSH ’17, 
MS ’19) is now a nurse in 
the emergency department 
of Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital in Chicago.
 Zanah  irus (CDM MS 
’17) was included on the 
2020 Reel Chicago Black 
List. She is a  lm producer, 
director, screenwriter and 
actress.
 Kamel Al Tamimi (CDM 
MFA ’18) won  rst place in 
the 11th annual Elgin Short 
Film Festival for his animated 
short, “Starting Point,” which 
revolves around a woman’s 
desperate chase to rescue her 
mother from a beast.
 Elizabeth Olivera (JD 
’18) was named to the board 
of directors of the National 
Filipino American Lawyers 
Association (NFALA). She 
was also made co-chair of the 
NFALA Young Lawyers Com-
mittee. She is an associate 
in the commercial litigation 
practice of Cozen O’Connor.
 Max Strus (BUS ’18) has 
been signed to a two-way 
contract with the Chicago 
Bulls. He will play no more 
than 45 days with the team, 
spending the majority of his 
playing time with the Windy 
City Bulls of the G League.
 Paola Belloso (CMN MA 
’19) is now a multimedia 
journalist with KVRR-TV in 
Fargo, N.D.
 John Bitoy (MUS MM 
’19) was the piano soloist for 
the Oct. 6, 2019, concert of 
the Symphony of Oak Park 
and River Forest at Concordia 
Chapel in River Forest, Ill.
 Reuben Blackman (CMN 
’19) is now an associate 
with Essex Realty Group in 
Chicago.
 EJ Camacho (CSH ’19) is 
now a forensics and biology 
teacher at Mt. Carmel High 
School in Chicago’s 
Woodlawn neighborhood.
 Stella Khaimova (BUS 
’19) has joined Protein20 as 
its  rst community manager. 
 e beverage company is 
based in Elk Grove Village, 
Ill.
  omas Kliebhan (JD 
’19) has joined Swanson, 
Martin & Bell LLP in 
Chicago as an associate.
 Alexander Koester (CDM 
’19) was nominated for a 
2020 Visual E ects Society 
award in the Compositing 
in a Photoreal Commercial 
category for his work on 
Feeding America’s “I Am 
Hunger in America” public 
service advertisement.
 Hannah Kulas (CMN 
’19) is now public relations 
and social media assistant 
of Chicago-based Matrix 
Partners, a pet industry 
marketing  rm.
» Hank Mendheim 
(CMN MA ’19) was 
promoted from senior 
producer to executive 
producer of “Windy 
City Live,” a weekday 
talk and entertainment 
program on WLS-TV 
in Chicago.
 Cameron Roberts (THE 
’19) premiered his drama, 
“Clementine,” at Chicago 
Dramatists.  e production 
by the Little Time  eatre 
Co., of which Roberts is 
a co-founder, ran March 
13–19, 2020.
 Lili Tri lio (CMN 
’19), who heads the 
Chicago-based pop-punk 
music group Beach Bunny, 
performed with her band 
at  e Secret Group in 
Houston on Feb. 29.
